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Winter  Mountaineering TentsWinter  Mountaineering Tents

�� 44--season tents season tents 
necessary in winter necessary in winter 
conditionsconditions
�� Completely zip up (no Completely zip up (no 

mesh)mesh)
�� Double walled for Double walled for 

warmthwarmth
�� Built to withstand wind Built to withstand wind 

and weight of snowand weight of snow
�� Have snowHave snow--compatible compatible 

anchorsanchors

3 season tent





Tent Care and SetTent Care and Set--upup

�� Keep track of bags, Keep track of bags, 
small itemssmall items

�� Take off shoesTake off shoes
�� Use a footprint or tarpUse a footprint or tarp
�� Always store dryAlways store dry
�� Only cook in Only cook in 

vestibule; be careful vestibule; be careful 
and vent!and vent!



Tent Etiquette and TechniqueTent Etiquette and TechniqueTent Etiquette and TechniqueTent Etiquette and Technique

�� WTF?WTF?
�� Be considerateBe considerate
�� Use to full advantageUse to full advantage
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Tarp Style Winter TentsTarp Style Winter TentsTarp Style Winter TentsTarp Style Winter Tents

�� For protected areas For protected areas 
generally, where heavy generally, where heavy 
weather is not expectedweather is not expected

�� Can dig out floor, creating Can dig out floor, creating 
benches, tables, etc.benches, tables, etc.

�� Light weight, good for Light weight, good for 
below treeline touringbelow treeline touring

�� Not freestandingNot freestanding
�� Good for basecamp, Good for basecamp, 

communal areascommunal areas
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Winter tent useWinter tent use
�� Pitch Pitch directly on snow on flat, directly on snow on flat, 

smooth spotsmooth spot
�� Take wind into account when setting Take wind into account when setting 

it upit up
�� Set up in sheltered spot; don’t set Set up in sheltered spot; don’t set 

broadside to the windbroadside to the wind
�� Build a snow wall if no good natural Build a snow wall if no good natural 

shelter is shelter is availableavailable
�� Try Try to avoid gaps that let wind get to avoid gaps that let wind get 

under the tent/vestibuleunder the tent/vestibule



BiviesBiviesBiviesBivies

�� Not really a tentNot really a tent
�� Not really comfyNot really comfy
�� Better than being deadBetter than being dead
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Snow SheltersSnow SheltersSnow SheltersSnow Shelters



What are What are they?they?What are What are they?they?

�� A structure made out of snow, A structure made out of snow, 
used to protect oneself from the used to protect oneself from the 
environment (just like any tent, environment (just like any tent, 
cabin, or building)cabin, or building)

�� Include: snow trenches, snow Include: snow trenches, snow 
caves, igloos, quinzeescaves, igloos, quinzees
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AdvantagesAdvantagesAdvantagesAdvantages

�� Only snow is required to build Only snow is required to build 
(a shovel or snowshoe is very useful)(a shovel or snowshoe is very useful)

�� Blocks windBlocks wind
�� Much warmer than being outsideMuch warmer than being outside
�� Don’t have to carry a tentDon’t have to carry a tent
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DisadvantagesDisadvantagesDisadvantagesDisadvantages

�� Take time to buildTake time to build
�� Take lots of energy and effortTake lots of energy and effort
�� May collapse trapping inhabitantsMay collapse trapping inhabitants
�� Inhabitants can suffocate if ventilation is poorInhabitants can suffocate if ventilation is poor
�� Can be hard to build if you don’t know what Can be hard to build if you don’t know what 

you’re doingyou’re doing
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General PrinciplesGeneral PrinciplesGeneral PrinciplesGeneral Principles

�� Locate your shelter in a safe placeLocate your shelter in a safe place
�� Ideally, place the entrance away from the windIdeally, place the entrance away from the wind
�� Provide ventilation, butProvide ventilation, but
�� Try to keep warm air insideTry to keep warm air inside
�� Think about moisture managementThink about moisture management
�� Snow saws are mighty handySnow saws are mighty handy
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The Snow TrenchThe Snow TrenchThe Snow TrenchThe Snow Trench



The Snow CaveThe Snow CaveThe Snow CaveThe Snow Cave



The The QuinzeeQuinzee and the Iglooand the IglooThe The QuinzeeQuinzee and the Iglooand the Igloo

Igloo





Shelters are usually pretty 
strong…

But don’t test their 
limits



Hybrid SheltersHybrid SheltersHybrid SheltersHybrid Shelters



Thank you, gracias, merci, danke, tesekkur
ederim, blagodaria, and dankon to…

The MIT Outing Club!


