Avalanche Awareness
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Overview + Disclaimer

This is a very brief introduction

Learn more:
® Take an Avalanche Level | Course
® Read books

® Travel with experienced partners



Scary Statistics

Avalanche Fatalities in IKAR Countries 1976-2001
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Cause of death:
A-Two-thirds: asphyxiation
AOne quarter: trauma
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New Hampshire (1992008)
26 Accidents
8 Fatalities

All but 1 in Presidentials
(Mt. Washington) .

Allen, K. U. (2000). Avalanche Terrain and Conditions in the Presidential
Range, New Hampshire, US. Proceedings of the International Snow

Science Workshop, October 2000. AND www.csac.org U.S.A
17.5%

—— Austria



What is an avalanche?

AMass of ice and snow that breaks from the side
of a mountain and slides downward
Mry slabs: 6680 mph in 5 sec

ANHY??
Always the same mechanics:
gravity overcomes friction

AConsider slope instability outside of winter

Avalanche Eyeballs



Types:
Slab
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In-bounds slide at Park City, From www. avalanche org




Types: Loose Snow

loose snow
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From www.avalanche.org

Photo by Bryan Palmintier
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